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SUBJECT: ITALIAN BILL TO PROHIBIT ADVERTISING OF NON- 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

REF: 77 MILAN 1949 

1 . VICE PRESIDENT OF ITALIAN CHEMICAL ASSOCIATION PIER 
GEORGIO AQUINO CALLED ON DEPTOFFS FEBRUARY 1 TO DISCUSS 
ARTICLE 28 OF DRAFT ITALIAN HEALTH REFORM BILL WHICH 
WOULD INTER ALIA PROHIBIT ADVERTISING IN ITALY OF ALL 
MEDICINES INCLUDING PROPRIETARY NON-PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 
MAKING PRESENTATION ALONG LINES REFTEL, AQUINO SAID HIS 
ORGANIZATION HAS VIGOROUSLY PROTESTED ARTICLE 28 TO 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES, GOI MINISTRIES, AND AT THE EC 
LEVEL. IN ADDITION, HE HAD RAISED MATTER WITH EMBASSIES 
OF UK, FRG, SWITZERLAND AND US IN ROME AND CLAIMED ALL 
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AGREE THAT LAW WOULD HAVE NEGATIVE EFFECT ON FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT CLIMATE IN ITALY, PARTICULARLY IN THE 
PHARMACEUTICAL SECTOR. 

2. THE PURPOSE OF HIS TRIP TO THE U.S. WAS TO CONSULT 
WITH AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL INTERESTS AND TO ENLIST 
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SUPPORT OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND THE ITALIAN EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON. IN THIS CONNECTION AQUINO HAD MET WITH 

AMBASSADOR GAJA WHO PROMISED SUPPORT. 

3. DEPARTMENT SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED WITH ITALIAN EMBASSY 
THAT EMBASSY TELEGRAM WILL BE SENT TO MFA OUTLINING 
INDUSTRY CONCERN HERE. DEPT ENCOURAGED ITALIAN EMBASSY 
ALSO TO EXPRESS CONCERN OF U.S. GOVERNMENT OVER NEGATIVE 
EFFECT OF ARTCILE 28 NOT ONLY ON ESTABLISHED U.S. 
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES OPERATING IN ITALY BUT ALSO ON 
CLIMATE FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN ITALY IN GENERAL. VANCE 
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